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What is claimed is: 



1 ^O^y K A 11 interface between a merchant's bank and a bank at which a consumer has an 

2 account for conducting card-based transactions, the interface being remotely accessible 

3 by theu;onsumer for selectively restricting approval of a transaction. 

1 2. Tim interface in accordance with claim 1, wherein the bank at which the consumer 

2 has an accouk and the interface each determines independently of the other whether to 

3 approve the transaction. 

1 3. The interfaceun accordance with claim 1 , wherein a restriction selected by the 
1*3 \ 

'z 2 consumer includes a reaction to a particular merchant. 

uj 1 4. The interface in accordance with claim 1 , wherein a restriction selected by the 

2 consumer includes a restrictiokon the amount of the transaction. 

1 5. The interface in accordanc^with claim 1, wherein a restriction selected by the 

5 7 2 consumer includes a restriction on a Wdance accrued for transactions during a period of 

M 3 time. \ 

;3 \ 

1 6. The interface in accordance with clainro, wherein the period of time is selected 

2 from the group consisting of a day, a week and a^ionth. 

1 7. The interface in accordance with claim 1, wherein a restriction selected by the 

2 consumer includes a restriction on a type of goods or sendees purchased. 

3 \ 

4 8. The interface in accordance with claim 1, wherein theVansaction is initiated by a 

5 card user other than the consumer. 
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1 \ The interface in accordance with claim 1 , wherein the transaction is consummated 

2 without the merchant receiving the identity of the consumer. 
3 

4 10. T\e interface in accordance with claim 1, wherein the interface comprises a web 

5 server for avowing the consumer to access the interface via the world wide web. 
6 

7 1 1 . An interface between a merchant's bank and a bank at which a consumer has an 

8 account for conducting card-based transactions, the interface being remotely accessible 

9 by the consumer for selectively directing a transaction to an account wherein the account 

10 to which the transactions directed is identified from among a plurality of accounts held 

1 1 by the consumer based upVi criteria selected by the consumer. 

i! ~ 1 12. The interface in accordance with claim 11, wherein the account is identified based 

Cn 2 upon an amount of the transactior 

1 13. The interface in accordance wi&a claim 1 1 , wherein the account is identified based 

M 2 upon a type of goods or services purchase 

: 14 1 14. The interface in accordance with clainfy 1, wherein the account is identified based 

M 2 upon an identity of the merchant. 



I. -5 



1 15. The interface in accordance with claim 1 1 , wherein the account is identified based 

2 upon a current account balance. 

1 16. The interface in accordance with claim 1 1 , wherein tnte interface comprises a web 

2 server for allowing the consumer to access the interface via theVorld wide web. 

1 17. A method of conducting a card-based transaction comprising^steps of: 

2 presenting a card to a merchant for a transaction; 

3 communicating information relating to the transaction from the merchant to an 

4 interface; 
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stermining at the interface whether to approve or deny the transaction based 
upon a criWia selected by the consumer; 

wheb said determining at the interface finds that the transaction is to be approved 
based upon tne criteria selected by the consumer, communicating information relating to 
the transaction Vrom the interface to a bank at which the consumer has an account; 

determining whether to approve or deny the transaction based upon predetermined 
criteria selected bwhe bank; and 

communicating results of said determining whether to approve or deny the 
transaction to the merchant. 

18. The method in accordance with claim 1 7, wherein the criteria selected by the 
consumer includes a restriction to a particular merchant. 

19. The method in accordancb with claim 17, wherein the criteria selected by the 
consumer includes a restriction on Vie amount of the transaction. 

20. The interface in accordance with claim 1 7, wherein the criteria selected by the 
consumer includes a restriction on a balance accrued for transactions during a period of 
time. 

21 . The interface in accordance with claim 20, wherein the period of time is selected 
from the group consisting of a day, a week and a month. 

22. The interface in accordance with claim 1 7, wherein the criteria selected by the 
consumer includes a restriction on a type of goods or sendees purchased. 

23. The interface in accordance with claim 17, wherein tn^ presenting is performed 
by a card user other than the consumer. 

24. The interface in accordance with claim 17, wherein the transition is 
consummated without the merchant receiving the identity of the consumer. 
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1 A. The method in accordance with claim 17, wherein the bank at which the consumer 

2 has\he account is selected from a plurality of banks at which the consumer has an 

3 account based upon an amount of the transaction. 

1 26. Th^method in accordance with claim 17, wherein the bank at which the consumer 

2 has the account is selected from a plurality of banks at which the consumer has an 

3 account based utoon a type of goods or services purchased during the transaction. 

1 27. The method lk accordance with claim 1 7, wherein the bank at which the consumer 

2 has the account is selected from a plurality of banks at which the consumer has an 

3 account based upon an identity of the merchant. 

1 28. The method in accordance with claim 1 7, wherein the bank at which the consumer 

2 has the account is selected from a plurality of banks at which the consumer has an 

3 account based upon a current accountWance. 

1 29. A method of conducting a card-basetd transaction comprising steps of: 

2 presenting a card to a merchant for a transaction; 

3 communicating information relating to thestransaction from the merchant to an 

4 interface; \ 

5 identifying at the interface an account from amoHg a plurality of accounts held by 

6 the consumer to which the transaction is to be directed based upon criteria selected by the 

7 consumer; \ 

8 communicating information relating to the transaction froin the interface to a bank 

9 at which the consumer has the identified account; \ 

10 determining whether to approve or deny the transaction based uoon predetermined 

1 1 criteria selected by the bank; and \ 

12 communicating results of said determining whether to approve or deny the 

13 transaction to the merchant. 
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1 30\ The method in accordance with claim 29, wherein the bank at which the consumer 

2 has me account is selected from a plurality of banks at which the consumer has an 

3 accounKbased upon an amount of the transaction. 

1 31. The method in accordance with claim 29, wherein the bank at which the consumer 

2 has the accoura is selected from a plurality of banks at which the consumer has an 

3 account based upon a type of goods or services purchased during the transaction. 

1 32. The method V accordance with claim 29, wherein the bank at which the consumer 

2 has the account is selected from a plurality of banks at which the consumer has an 

3 account based upon an identity of the merchant. 

1 33. The method in accordance with claim 29, wherein the bank at which the consumer 

2 has the account is selected from a plurality of banks at which the consumer has an 

3 account based upon a current account balance. 

1 34. An interface between a merclrait's bank and a bank at which a consumer has an 

2 account for directing card-based transactions made by the consumer using any of a 

3 plurality of cards to the account wherein the interface selectively restricts approval of a 

4 transaction made using one of the plurality of cards in accordance with a limitation on an 

5 amount of the transaction, the limitation for eafctfi of the plurality of cards not necessarily 

6 being equal and the interface being accessible to >he consumer for selecting the limitation 

7 for each of the plurality of cards. \ 

1 35. The interface in accordance with claim 34, wherein the interface comprises a web 

2 server for allowing the consumer to access the interface vfca the world wide web. 

1 36. An interface between a merchant's bank and a bank at ^diich*a consumer has an 

2 account for directing card-based transactions made by the consumer using any of a 

3 plurality of cards to the account wherein the interface selectively restricts approval of a 

4 transaction made using one of the plurality of cards based upon whether the consumer has 
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jled or disabled the card being used, the interface being accessible to the consumer 
for selectiveT^^jabling or disabling each of the plurality of cards. 



1 
2 



37. The interface in accordanc^wi&claim 36, wherein the interface comprises a web 
server for allowing the consumer to access thenTterface via the world wide web. 
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